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The War in Ukraine and the future of U.S. Global Hegemony

Hiroki SUGITA

Abstract

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has had as much or more impact on U.S. global strategy as
the 9/11 attacks did. 9/11 1 drew the U.S. into the war against Islamist terrorist groups,
and for two decades the U.S. has been locked in a quagmire in the Middle East,
particularly in Iraq. During this period, the rise of China continued to cast a shadow over
U.S. global hegemony. The war in Ukraine is against a nuclear power, Russia, and the
foundations of U.S. hegemony in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and
Europe are being challenged. The war can be positioned as “liberal democracy” versus
“authoritarianism”. The U.S. is not directly engaged in warfare with Russia in this war, but
if Ukraine is “defeated,” it would be a major blow to U.S. global hegemony, and a loss of
authority would be unavoidable. In this sense, it can be said that the U.S. is at stake in this
war. In this report, I would like to analyze the characteristics of the U.S. response to the

war in Ukraine and consider the future of U.S. global hegemony.
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