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Russia’s Invasion of Ukraine and Blow to 'One Belt, One Road’

Kenro NAGOSHI

Abstract

This paper analyzes the impact of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on Sino-Russian relations
and China’s ongoing “One Belt, One Road” initiative. China was surprised by the invasion
of Ukraine, and while distancing itself from Russia, it has defended Russia as a strategic
partner against the United States. However, the invasion of Ukraine, which followed the
Corona virus disaster, brought the global economy to a standstill and forced “One Belt,
One Road” into retreat. China’s intentions to bring the former Soviet space, including
Ukraine, into the Chinese economic sphere have also bogged down. Kyrgyzstan and
Tadzhikistan, like many other developing countries, are facing difficult situations as their

debt to China increases.
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