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Impact of the Ukraine War on Taiwan Issues

Bonji OHARA

Abstract

Russian invasion on Ukraine is said to be a watershed of the international order.
President Putin is attempting to deter the U.S. and NATO by so called “escalate to de-
escalate” which flirt with escalation to nuclear war. It can be said nuclear intimidation. If
he succeeds in doing so, it could mean that the international community has accepted the
rule that a country possessing strategic nuclear weapons can change the status quo by
force, if it threatens the international community with the use of nuclear weapons. There is
also the possibility that other countries, including China, will act in accordance with this
rule.

China fears that the Ukraine war will raise the bar for China's armed invasion on
Taiwan. China seeks to build its military capabilities before the international community is
prepared for China’s armed invasion on Taiwan. Of all the effects of the Ukraine war on
international affairs, China’s greatest concern is how it has affected the U.S. decision on
whether to intervene militarily in the event of a Chinese armed invasion of Taiwan.

Although the Ukraine war cannot be said to have directly increased the possibility of the
Chinese armed invasion on Taiwan, it has had the effect of reaffirming the reality of such
an invasion in each country. The United States and China can be said to be attempting to
deter each other, but as long as their respective national goals regarding Taiwan are

incompatible, tensions in the East Asian region will continue to rise.

401 SEALY ] EEFZE 2 (Senior Fellow, The Sasakawa Peace Foundation)
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